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The T.K.S. dis-
trib ai‘.ors and
control panel in
their latest form.
The porous
““spreader '’ is
flush with the
leading edge.
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APRIL IITH, 1946

" DE-ICING FOR TO-DAY

VIKINGS FOR IN.A.
IX Vickers Vikings have recently been ordered, through
"Airwork, the company's U.K. representatives, by Indian
National Airways. .The type being supplied to I.N.A, is the
24-passenger version with an operational crew of three and an
air hostess,

NEW AIRCRAFT MODIFICATIONS

NY doubts as to who is responsible for ordering and’ for
carrying out modifications to new civil aircraft were dis-
pelled on March 21st when Mr. Woodburn; the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Supply, in a reply in the House of
Commons, said that it bad been decided that all aircraft
required by the public corporations operating civil air services
should be ordered thromgh the Ministry of Supply. He also
explained that modifications to such aircraft prior to delivery
are discussed by all concerned under arrangements made by
the Ministry. ;

NEWCASTLE TO THE CONTINENT ?

AN airport in North-East England saitable for direct flights
to the Continent is envisaged by the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. Mr. Ivor Thomas confirmed this when he met a
deputation of Northern Labour M.P.s and representatives of
the North-Eastern Airport Joint Committee recently. Hc
added that a survey of the entire Tees and Tyne area had been
carried out, and it showed that the extension of existing air-
fields was likely to sterilize large quantities of coal. The

investigation was being continued, but, meantime, the two -
available alternatives were Woolsington, which was too small
for Continental traffic and could, therefore, only be used for
internal services, and Croft, which, although it could be used
for direct flights to the Continent, was further away from
In fact, it is only a few miles from Darlington.

Newcastle.

BIRD OF PEACE : Technicians busy on the second
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of the de Havilland
Dove. The plastic dome on the cockpit covering houses the D.F. aerial.
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NEWS

: - BOA.C MOVE
ALT!IOL‘GH B.O.A.C. flying boat services are continuing
‘& to pperate from Poole Harbour, the buildings which were
tormerly occupied there by the Corporation as a headquarters
have had to be given up, as they are now due for return to

their rightful owners, a tile company, For the time being,
therefore, the B.0.A.C. headquarters has been moved from
Poole to Hythe, and the passenger handling will be directed
from a yacht club in Poole Harbour, B.O.A.C. are under-
stood to be discussing with the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the
Southern Railway and the Southampton Harbour Board, the
eventual location of their flying-boat bandling “facilities.

SURPLUS AIRCRAFT ALLOCATION

SL‘CCESSFUL tenderers for surplus aircraft include sixteen
air operators who have signified their intention of nsing
the machines wholly or partly for charter work. This infor-
mation was given on March 25th by the Minister of Supply
in the House of Commons in reply to 4 question by Air -
modore Harvey. He also said that -at least seven of the
operators could be identified as having operated before the
outbreak of war. TIhey were:—

Air Taxis Ltd., Allied Airways (Gandar-Dower) Ltd., Herts
and Essex Aviation Ltd., Hunting Aviation Ltd., Southern
Aircraft (Gatwick) Ltd, Straight Corporation Ltd, and W. A,
Rollason.

CAN GIANTS BE USED?—AN AMERICAN
OPINION

SDME outspoken and even, from many points of view, almost
reactionary views were expressed recently by the export
vice-president of the Douglas Aircralt Company when chatting
recently to one of our representatives who is at present touring
the States. Major General Victor
Bertrandias suggested that until scien-
tific and mechanical means had been
found to make real all-weather flying an
accomplished fact, the medium-sized
civil transport aircraft wounld still re-
main the best airline-operating proposi-
tion.

In spite of the fact that his company
has recently flown and fully publicised
their Globemaster, the Army transport
version of the D.C.7 he thought that the
30-40 passenger aircraft was still a very
much better all-round proposition.
Bigger aircraft were not suited to any
but the very best and largest airfields,
and it was, be said, better to tie up
one's money in smaller units—particu-
larly as the handling of passengers at
the rate of a hundred a time might
prove to be quite a difficulty. While
an aircraft such as the D.C.6 might cost
something like £150,000 and take per-
haps a year to develop, the very large
aircraft might cost as much as {500,000
in development and other costs and

- wounld take twice as long to produce.

Major General Bertrandias said that
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